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COORDINATOR/EDITOR'S CORNER 
  
 This is my last official issue as Managing Editor and as the SIG's Coordinator.  I leave 
my roles with a mixture of feelings.  It is surely time for the torch to pass to others who can 
provide leadership and some new ideas and ways of doing things.  Gesher Galicia was a number 
of years in development before its launching in 1993 at the Summer Seminar for Jewish 
Genealogy in Toronto.  We have had about 660 members over the 4 years of our existence.  
Though a small number of whom have drifted away, I hope and believe that most of our 
members have found some useful information in our newsletter and Family Finder.  
 As announced in the last issue, I am compiling a resource guide for SIG members and 
others interested in researching their Jewish family history in Galicia.  AVOTAYNU, Inc. will 
publish the book this Fall.  There is still time to send or e-mail me information about vital and 
other records that you have received records from a particular town or Archives in Poland.  Tell 
me the name of the town and where the records were found. Just as important is knowing where 
records have not been found.  Your contributions will be noted in the resource guide.  
 A number of people have sent me photos and postcards.  The best way to send such 
material for the publication is to have it color copied.  You can include more than one photo on a 
sheet to save money.  See the last page for my home and e-mail addresses.    
 Efforts to find a volunteer to compile and edit Vol. 5 have not been successful to date.  
The job is fairly straightforward.  Members send in new "finds," articles, comments, research 
questions and other types of inquiries.  These must be massaged into a newsletter four times each 
year.  
 Also, at this writing, we do not have a coordinator willing to take over next year. The 
Steering Committee, however, will continue to operate and oversee Gesher Galicia's operations, 
which, for the most part, go very smoothly.  
 Speaking of the Steering Committee, there have been a few changes in its composition.  
Both Milt Goldsamt and Paul Lieberman have resigned from the Committee.  I know that you 
will join me in thanking them for their years of effort.  Marian Rubin has agreed to join the 
Steering Committee.  We are actively seeking the participation of another person on the 
Committee and hope to have a positive report in the Fall. 
  Reminder: Instead of publishing the main Family Finder in the Fall, we will send it 
out with the Winter issue of The Galitzianer.  This will allow people more time to pay their 
dues and to make changes and corrections.  The new membership year will be September 30-
October 1.  Also, instead of including a membership renewal form in this issue of the newsletter, 
as we have done in the past, all members will receive a first class mailing during August 
requesting payment for the new program year. 
 In behalf of Gesher Galicia, I want to thank David Fox for his generous contribution to 
our SIG in honor of Alan Hirshfeld's translation of documents that David obtained from Minsk.  
I was saddened to learn of the death at 84 of Ely Maurer in late June.  I and many other 
benefitted from his pioneer travels and research efforts in Poland. 
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   Suzan Wynne, Editor/Coordinator 
 
TRANSLATION PROJECTS  
 Faigy Spitzer has completed her name index to the Gershom Bader book, which roughly 
translates to Statesmen and Scholars.  Faigy's index has been produced by hand because she 
doesn't have access to a computer.  Thus, we need a volunteer who can enter the information into 
a computer before the index can be published by Gesher Galicia.  To volunteer for the 
computerization phase of this project, contact Suzan Wynne. 
 In addition to the name of the individual whom Bader was writing about, Faigy included 
the Hebrew name of the father, date and place of birth, places lived in, and date and place of 
death.  For instance, Osias Atlas was born January 4, 1859 in Przemysl.  His father's name was 
Yehoshua.  In addition to Przemysl, Osias lived in Argentina, Paris and New York.  He died in 
New York in 1930.  
 
 The chapter on Galicia written by the Scottish missionaries based on their trip around the 
world to "investigate the condition of the Jews" in 1839 is still available for purchase from 
Gesher Galicia for $15.00.  Please send payment, made out to Gesher Galicia, to Larry  
Krupnak at 1711 Corwin Drive, Silver Spring, MD 20910.  
 
SCHOOL RECORDS IN LVIV ARCHIVES 
 by Nat Abramowitz 
 
 Alexander Dunai discovered the following in the Lviv Archives: 
 
School year certificates of primary school pupils, Galicia, 1874-1920 
School year certificates of teacher college students, Galicia, 189-1920 
School year certificates, State secondary schools, Lviv, 1894-1920 
School year certificates, State secondary schools, Galicia, 1871-1920 
 -letters B-K and L-Z 
Documents from Jewish primary school, Lviv, 1881, 1903 
 -school year certificates, lists of pupils, etc. (some documents have photos) 
 
From Rzeszow: 
Documents of Jewish private primary school, 1832-1839 
 -lists of the teachers 
Documents of secondary school, 1879 
 -list of the pupils 
Documents of secondary school, 1919-1920 
 -list of the teachers 
Documents of State secondary school, 1918 
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 -list of the teachers 
Documents of secondary school, 1836 
 -list of the pupils 
Documents of secondary school, 1891-1904 
 
 At the moment, Mr. Dunai's e-mail address is not operating but this may be due to a 
problem with the telephone line.  He usually can be reached at <alex@radiolux.lviv.ua>. His 
mailing address is O. Stepanivny Street 17/2, Lviv 290016, Ukraine.     
  
TRAVEL 
 
Southern Poland 
 As announced in the last issue, Suzan Wynne is looking for a few people interested in 
sharing expenses in a genealogical trip to southern Poland in late June-early July 1998.    One 
possibility being explored is to hire a van for 4-6 passengers and an English speaking driver.     
 As part of the preplanning process, the Polish National Tourist Office (this used to be 
called ORBIS) at 275 Madison Avenue, New York, NY 10016 was contacted for whatever 
information they could provide.  They sent along several publications about travel in Poland.  
One is a "Map of Jewish Heritage" which highlights and mentions sites of interest, including 
centers of Hasidism, Nazi Death and Concentration Camps, cemeteries and synagogues.    
 In another pamphlet entitled, "They Lived Among Us: Jewish Heritage in Poland," the 
synagogue, in Lesko, which was built in the 18th century, is now an exhibition hall.  A handful 
of Galician cemeteries and other notable sites are mentioned and portrayed.   
   
COMPUTER CORNER 
 
 Jonathan Eisenberg has created a web site relating to Wojnilow (now Voynilov).  The 
site also references other nearby towns, including Kalush and Bolshovtsy.  Names referenced 
are: Eisenberg, Fingerhut, Kierschner and Rotker.  The site address: 
<http://members.aol.com/SEisenberg/voynilov.htm> 
 
 Moishe Miller has created a web site for his Miller family.  You can enter this website 
through JewishGen by going through www.jewishgen.org.  Some people will be able to access 
this website through: <http://www.ics.uci.edu/~dan/genealogy/Miller/langsam.htm#L6>.    
 
BOOKS AND OTHER MATERIALS 
 
Correction: Book of Pre-War Photos of Polish Jews  
 Barbara Urbanska-Yeager wants to clarify previously published information about the 
book, Ciagle Widze Ich Twarze (And I Can Still See Their Faces), published by Shalom 
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Foundation, a 400 page book of photographs, in Polish and English.   
 The book was based on an exhibition of photos by the Shalom Foundation in Warsaw in 
April-May, 1996. When word went out about the planned exhibition of pre-war photos, the 
Foundation was flooded with 8,000 saved photos.  The photographs are of Polish Jews before 
and during WWII.  Although Barbara found the album moving, she noted that the book's 
organization by activities such as market place scenes, synagogues or family portraits, instead of 
by area, disappointed her.  Though there is a list of names of people depicted in the photos and a 
list of people who submitted the photos including the town where they live, this data is not tied 
to page number.     
 
Yizkor Books 
 In response to an inquiry, Robinson Booksellers in Israel has the yizkor book for Lancut. 
 They require a personal check or a credit card number for the equivalent of US$100 ($80 for the 
book and $20 for mailing and handling).  Approximate time of delivery to the U.S. is 10 weeks 
via surface mail.  J. Robinson & Co., 31 Nachlat Benjamin Street, Tel Aviv 65162.  Phone: 972-
3-5605461. E-mail <rob_book@netvision.net.il>    
 
 Sidney C. Gelb (#407) has translated the Table of Contents of the Gorlice Yizkor book, 
as well as page 16 of the book.  He is willing to share it with interested members of the SIG.  He 
can fax a copy or he'll send it through the mail if you send a self-addressed, stamped envelope 
(SASE) to 32 Brook Path, Plainview, NY 11803.  His e-mail address 
<elcid121@worldnet.att.net> 
 
 Fanya Gottesfeld Heller, who was raised in Skala, has written about her spending her 
years as a teen being hidden by two Christians.  The book is entitled, Strange and Unexpected 
Love: A Teenage Girl's Holocaust Memoirs.  Mrs. Heller's book is available from the United 
States Holocaust Museum Bookstore, 100 Raoul Wallenberg Place S.W., Washington, D.C. 
20024-2150. The cost was not listed on the invitation to hear Mrs. Heller speak.      
 
 Yaworow/Yavorov: Morton Linzer writes that The First Independent Jarworer 
Association's 1950 book, Swastika Over Jaworow by Samuel Druck, gives some history of the 
village.  For people in the New York area, there is a copy of the book at the New York Public 
Library.  The town is just inside present-day Ukraine, just a bit Southeast of Jaroslaw in Poland.  
  
 
Holocaust Survivors in Ukraine 
 Jonathan Eisenberg received an announcement of a book's publication from Tanya 
Puchkova <puchkovt@kirtland.cc.mi.us>, a representative of the Jewish-Ukrainians Friendship 
Society as well as a member of the historical-literary society in Kiev known as "LITOPYS".  
This recently published book is by Yakov Sulensky, a Holocaust survivor living in Ukraine.  
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  "The book, True Heroes, is a touching account of the Holocaust in Ukraine, 

during which many Jews were saved by Ukrainians at a risk (and often, at the cost) of 
their own deaths.  The book is a combination of oral history by real-life participants of 
the Holocaust drama, and the author's analysis of the events.  True Heroes is a living, 
breathing human story which contains numerous photographs, letters, poems dated from 
the time of the war to the present.  This work is also remarkable for publishing 
documents that were either kept secret or made public in a distorted way by the Soviet 
government. 

  The author, Yakov Suslensky, is a remarkable personality.  As a Ukrainian Jew 
himself, and having lived through the Holocaust, in 1970, he was arrested and sentenced 
to 7 years of imprisonment in a Soviet camp for his efforts to enforce the United Nations 
Declaration of Human Rights in the USSR.   

  The cost of the hard cover English edition of the book is $10.99 + $2.00 shipping 
and handling to most of the United States.  For Alaska, Hawaii and Canada, the cost is 
the equivalent of US$4.00 shipping and handling and US$6.00 elsewhere. The money for 
the book is being donated to LITOPYS for their work on future publications and other 
projects related to matters of Jewish-Ukrainian ties. Letters of authorization by LITOPYS 
and other supporting documentation is available upon request. 

  Send a check or money order to Tanya Puchkova, 20 College Drive, Roscommon, 
MI 48653 with your return address.  Please allow 2 weeks for delivery." 

 
Treasures of Jewish Galicia 
 by Suzan Wynne 
 
 The book, Treasures of Jewish Galicia; Judaica from the Museum of Ethnography and 
Crafts in Lvov, Ukraine, is magnificently produced.  The 196 page book, which was edited by 
Sarah Harel Hoshen, is the catalog of the exhibition held at Beth Hatefutsoth in 1994-5.  Much of 
the exhibition was based on the pre-World War II collection of Maksymilian Goldstein and the 
Jewish Community Museum of Lvov. In addition to the 96 plates showing the artifacts and 57 
historical photos depicting pre-War life in Galicia, there are several articles that members would 
find fascinating and useful.  
 The book is available in soft cover for the equivalent of US$28 plus $10 postage to those 
people living in Europe and the United States.   Send a check to Ms. Eti Eilam, Beth Hatefutsoth, 
P.O. Box 39359, Tel Aviv 61392, Israel. 
 
The Boys 
  by Suzan Wynne 
 
 Published by Henry Holt and Company in 1997, Martin Gilbert's 500+ page book, The 
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Boys offers a rich and deeply disturbing examination of some of the experiences of 732 children 
and youth who had survived the Holocaust and were rehabilitated in England.  Although the 
effort initially sought to assist up to 1,000 child survivors of the Holocaust, only 732 youths, all 
but 80 of whom were boys, were collected and brought to Britain after the war.  Most of the 
children were between 11-17 years of age. 
 Gilbert weaves the stories of some of the survivors in a chronological fashion, from 
prewar childhoods through the present.  The stories are based on written and verbal accounts 
provided by "the boys."    
 Some of the youths had been friends before the war and many remained close to people 
they met in camps or during their rehabilitation.  Only a handful were reunited with family 
members. Some have returned to their former hometowns for visits while others adamantly 
refuse to do so.  Gilbert allows us to view those returns through the eyes of "the boys" as they 
confront the realities of what they lost and what they found as they attempted to discover familiar 
landmarks. 
 A number of the survivors were from Galicia.  Their original names and towns appear 
below.  Of particular interest to me, and I suspect it will be so for many of our members, was the 
chapter describing everyday life in prewar Galician towns.        
 
Harry Balsam (Gorlice) 
Ken Roman (Gorlice) 
Aryeh Czeret (Budzanow) 
Simon Lecker (later Gilbert) (Rymanow) 
Jan Goldberger (Bielsko-Biala) 
David Hirszfeld (Biesna and Bobowa) 
Leopold "Lipa" Tepper (Dukla) 
Salek Orenstein (Opatow) 
Michael Perlmutter (Opatow) 
Moshe Rosenberg (Krakow) 
Jack and Israel Rubinfeld (Bircza) 
Zvi Brand (Ulucz near Bircza) 
Zisha "Jack" Schwimmer (Strozowka & Gorlice) 
Witold Gutt (Przemysl) 
Toby Trompeter (Mielec) 
Nathan and Kurt Lewin (Lvov) 
Mark Goldfinger (Rabka Zdroj) 
Joseph Moss (Krosno) 
 
 Michael Honey (formerly Misa Honigwachs) was one of "the boys".  Honey is a SIG 
member, though he was not born in Galicia.  His is a moving account of the difficulties survivors 
encountered in adjusting to normal life after their horrendous experiences. 
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 Gilbert's sons assisted with the index and, alas, the result is  less than complete.  Oddly, 
the author did not acknowledge the contributions in his list of all of those who provided him with 
their written or verbal memories.  The index reflects the same sort of spotty organization.  Even 
more surprising was Gilbert's sometimes peculiar characterization of geographical locations.  In 
failing to remember that Galicia had ended following World War I, Gilbert compounded his 
error by placing towns from what had been Western Galicia in Eastern Galicia.  Moreover, he 
dubbed Ukraine "Ruthenia" and incorrectly placed 1930 communities that were in 
Czechoslovakia, in this mythical land.  While these are minor distractions to the overall purpose 
and theme of the book, but Gilbert's extensive publication experience on the subject of 
geography would have suggested a more accurate account of this topic. 
  However, overall, the book is a masterpiece and will undoubtedly standout in history as 
one of the few books about the Holocaust that captured the accounts of young survivors at so 
many points in their lives as they struggled to overcome the hand that they had been dealt to 
become healthy and self supporting adults.   
 Schooling has long been one of the issues that I have wondered about.  My relatives have 
shared their school experiences with me, but I have been cautious about universalizing their 
experiences.  But, the accounts of several Galitzianers in Chapter 1 confirms that my relatives 
were pretty typical.  Boys typically began their knowledge of Hebrew and prayers at a cheder at 
the age of 3 or 4.  Austria mandated that all children attend secular school between the ages of 7-
14.  Some of these secular schools were actually run by Jewish organizations.  Others were run 
by the Catholic Church.  Apparently, a typical school day for boys involved attending secular 
school from about 8 a.m. to 1 p.m.  After lunch, boys would go on to cheder until 6 or 7 p.m.  In 
the winter, some cheders ended earlier and some boys from very observant homes would go to 
cheder before as well as after secular school!   
 Lipa Tepper attended a secular school with non-Jews and was frequently taunted by his 
non-Jewish school mates about killing God...."something which I could never understand, but 
since it was told to me, it must have been true.  I never actually learned Jewish history as such.  I 
learned first of all to pray, then Chumash and Rashi and from then on I went to Gemara ....but I 
never actually went through the Tanach...." 
 Israel Rubinfeld described his cheder classroom as the rabbi's kitchen.  AT the age of 7, 
he entered the local school, while continuing his Jewish studies after secular school where, he, 
too, encountered hostile school mates.  Michael Perlmutter was fortunate in that a Hebrew-
language Tarbut school opened for secular purposes in Opatow when he was 7.  Salek Orenstein, 
however, came from a more Orthodox family, who preferred that Orenstein attend the Catholic 
junior school so that he wouldn't be exposed to learning "a distorted view of the Bible."  
Orenstein's account of his vicious treatment there appears to be fairly typical of how Jewish 
children fared in such a setting.   
 Perlmutter remembered that he started cheder at an early age and would be brought, 
along with other youngsters, to the malamud by "the Belfer, a type of Pied Piper figure."   By the 
1920s, some girls were able to attend religious schools for girls to learn   
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SWISS BANK ACCOUNT HOLDERS 
 
 In April, 1997, a list of names of Swiss Bank Account holders was released.  The law 
firm which is suing the banks is Fagan and Assoc., 26 Broadway, 21st Floor, New York, NY 
10004.  Should you have a connection with any of the names on this list, you should contact the 
law firm at once.  There is an Ombudsman who is overseeing the process of searching for 
accounts.  Should you think that you might be related to one of the following people, you should 
contact the Ombudsman with a short note requesting the forms necessary to begin a search.  That 
address: Ombudsman of Swiss Banks, Seestrasse 7, P.O. Box 519, 8027 Zurich, Switzerland. 
 Though the Swiss released the names of 53 Polish Jews who held accounts in Swiss 
banks in 1939 to the World Jewish Congress in April, this list only includes people whose last 
residence was in towns associated with Galicia or whose last residence was not listed.  Most 
people were from Danzig or Warsaw. 
 
Ascher Bank, Tarnow   Ludwika Leiner, Lvov 
Leyzor Berenbaum, ?   Filip Lieberman, Stanislawow 
Memel Bruno Blumenfeld, Lvov  Herte Mayer-Theil, Lvov 
Ernest Epstein, Krakow   Mendel Loscher, ? 
Fanny Landau, ?    Michael Sapeter, Lvov 
Nachum Schartwald, Lvov   Max Sperber, Lvov 
Helena Silberzweig, Krakow  Marie Strasburger, ?   
 
ACCESSING CEMETERY DATA FROM POLAND 
 To access data on the condition of Polish cemeteries that was compiled under the 
auspices of the U.S. Commission for the Preservation of America's Heritage Abroad, you may 
contact the web site on the World Wide Web at http://www.jewishgen.org/cemetery or order a 
copy of the report, their Annual Reports or other publications at the Commission, 1101 15th 
Street N.W., Suite 1040, Washington, D.C. 20005.  Fax: 202/254-3934. 
 
DOCUMENTS ABOUT KRAKOW JEWS: EIGHTEENTH AND NINETEENTH 
CENTURIES 
 by Geoffrey M. Weisgard  
 
 For several centuries, up to 1939, Krakow was a major centre of Jewish life and 
influence.  It it not surprising, therefore, that a great many books have been published which 
describe the Jewish community in Krakow.  Though in recent years, most of the newly published 
books have concentrated on the Holocaust period, there are many published resources for 
genealogists and historians interested in the 19th and 20th centuries.  However, relatively little is 
available about the 18th and earlier centuries, largely due to fires which destroyed the mostly 
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wooden houses of Krakow.   
 In his Jewish Monuments of Krakow's Kazimierz: A Short Guide, Michael Rozek refers to 
the Kehilla scribe, Pinchas Szijowicz Horowitz, noting that, in 1773, Kehilla archives were 
destroyed by fire in his house, along with many valuable documents of the Jews from Kazimierz 
(the Jewish quarter of Krakow). 
 By the 18th century, the major centre of Jewish population and activity was firmly 
established in Kazimierz, then considered a separate town.  Jews were prohibited from practising 
trade and crafts in Krakow and its environs, but these prohibitions did not extend to Kazimierz.  
  
Maps 
 Maps from the 18th century show that Jews lived in only a part of Kazimierz.  Four maps 
might be of interest the genealogists and historians, though only one is from the 18th century.  
 The first is a map, which appears in Miasto Kazimierz by E. Ekielski.  This map, which 
appears to have been dated 1703, illustrates Kazimierz, showing various features from the 14th 
to the 17th centuries.  The second map was found in Majer Balaban's book, Krakow, Wedrowki w 
Prezeszlosc - Kazimierz (Krakow: A Journey in the Past).  This is an Austrian map from 1786 
which, though small in scale, shows the surrounding rivers, the city walls and the description 
"Judenstadt" in the northeast corner.  
 The third map, which appears in Balaban's leading acadmeic work, Historja Zydow w 
Krakowie i ma Kazimierz, 1304-1868, was probably prepared around 1809.  This map is 
particularly useful because it shows house numbers.  The fourth map I found at the Krakow 
Archives on Lubicz Street discussed in greater detail below.  This map, published in 1815, shows 
the new Jewish cemetery, separated from Kazimierz by a farm and fields.  Kazimierz is clearly 
shown, virtually surrounded by the old and new river, Vistula.  In particular, the map shows the 
Stara Visla (old Vistula), which ran along the route of what is now J. Dietla Street. At the time of 
the first partition in 1772, Austria occupied the area to the south of the old Vistula, including 
Kazimeirz, but not the area to the north, Krakow.  
 A fifth map, which may be of some interest, is of Krakow Province, but includes as an 
inset, a plan of the city of Krakow.  This map can be in the Family History Library collection 
under the title, "Atlas historyczny Polsky: nr. 1. Mapa wojewodztwa krakowskiego z doby sejmu 
czteroletnego (1788-1792)/Karol Buczek.  It was published in Krakow in 1930 by the Polska 
akademja umiejetnosci.  The call number in the Europe Book Area, is: 943.8, E7h, Ser. A. 
 
Records of Births, Marriages and Deaths 
 It is widely known that, in 1784, the Austrian  administration introduced the requirement 
to register births, marriages and death with civil authorities.  Registrations for the very end of the 
18th century are to be found among the records held on microfilm by the Mormons (Church of 
Jesus Christ of Latter-Day Saints).  However, it is not easy to search these records for two 
reasons. First, it is likely that the records for 1798-1800 are incomplete and secondly, family 
names were not widely used among Jews at the time.  



 11  
 

 

THE GALITZIANER   Vol. 4, No. 4 Summer 1997 

 My own family was engaged in the manufacture of candles and adopted (or was given) 
the name Weiskertz, meaning white candle.  However, the first reference I have found to that 
family name was in a marriage record from 1805.  The record offers the information that Blume 
Weiskertz, the daughter of Isaac, age 18 married Samuel Blode, age 17. 
 No doubt that the Jewish community maintained some records of births, marriages and 
deaths prior to 1784, but few of these records have been found.  An example of 18th century 
death records can be seen in a manuscript that is held by the Jewish National and University 
Library (P.O.Box 34165, Jerusalem 91341) which has two manuscripts concerning Krakow.   
The first, (Heb. 8'2332) is a "Pinkas hazkarat neshamot" from the synagogue of Rabbi Meir 
Dayan in Krakow.  This is a 34 page, mostly parchment document from the 17th-18th centuries.   
 The other manuscript is a similar document from another synagogue.  The entries in the 
19 page "Pinkas hazkarat neshamot" begin in the 19th century and end in 1919.  
 The "new" cemetery at Miodowa Street was not opened until 1800 so that earlier burials 
took place at the cemetery adjacent to the Remu Synagogue.  Unfortunately, it appears that the 
burial records for that cemetery have not survived and, of course, that cemetery suffered 
extensive destruction of tombstones during the  Nazi occupation.  Nevertheless, a number of 
books list information relating to those gravestones which have survived.  Further research is 
being conducted by a team at the Jagiellonian University in Krakow.  The team, headed by Dr. 
Pilarczyk of the Department of Jewish Studies, is attempting to record the inscriptions on the 
surviving stones, particularly important work because of continuing damage from erosion and 
environmental pollution.  
 With respect to the Miodowa Street Cemetery, there is a book listing burials from about 
the 1880s to the present time.  This was one of three or four such books, but the others 
apparently did not survive the Holocaust.  The orignial book is held at the community offices at 2 
Skawinska Street, but they do not have a copy machine.  Copies can be obtained from The New 
Cracow Friendship Society (a society of Holocaust survivors and their families), c/o Max 
Hilfstein, 1523 Dwight Place, Bronx, NY 10465.  Mr. Hilfstein's phone number is 718-972-2224. 
 The Society, would, of course, welcome donations in exchange for information. 
  
Census Returns 
 The first really useful census by the Austrians was done in 1795.  The book containing 
the census return from 1795 is written in German and is entitled, A List of the Jews of the Jewish 
Town of Kazimierz and the Surrounding Suburbs and Villages.  Copies of this book are held by 
the Centre for Research on the History and Culture of Polish Jews, Central Archives for the 
History of the Jewish People at the Hebrew University in Jerusalem.  A copy of this book is also 
held by the Archiwum Panstwowe, ul. Sienna in Krakow. Entry number 508 shows that my 
ancestor, Isaac, son of Samuel, lived at house number 96, and that he was 30 years old. The 
previously referenced map in Balaban's book shows that house number 96 was on ul. Ciemna 
(Dark Street).  The entry also shows that Isaac's wife Ester, age 36, was the daughter of chaim.  
They lived with their children, Blume, age 8 and Gittel Lea, age 3.  This was the Blume whose 
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marriage was recorded in 1805. 
 The major difficulty with the 1795 census for genealogists, is that most people listed did 
not have surnames.  
 A 1790 census was rather less detailed, but, nevertheless, I was able to find my ancestors 
in that census listing, too.  Living at house number 96 was Szmul Swiecarz (candle maker in 
Polish), aged 45, his wife, Dwora, aged 40 and their family, including Isaac, who is featured in 
the 1795 return.   
 Prior to these censuses, the Roman Catholic Church had collected information about the 
Jewish community of Krakow.  An interesting article on this subject is Sources for Jewish 
History in the 18th Century in Church Archives by Stanislaw Litak of the Catholic University in 
Lublin.  One such census was carried out in 1787 but, though it provides general information 
about the community, no names are included.  Copies of this census are believed to be held at the 
Archives of the Bishop of Krakow.  
 An earlier census was carried out for the whole Jewish community of Poland in 1765, but 
the results of that census, too, appear to survive only in aggregate data.  In Chapter 25 of his 
Historja Zydow w Krakowie i ma Kazimierz, 1304-1868, Balaban maintained that the data 
resulting from the 1765 census were less accurate that that from the 1773 census.    When 
Balaban wrote his book in 1936, it appears that the 1765 census was in the main archives in 
Krakow, but I have searched for this return, in various archives, without success.  Either it was 
destroyed during World War II or it is buried somewhere at that same archives.   
 
Central Archives for the History of the Jewish People 
 While the Central Archives holds many documents relating to Krakow in the 18th 
century and even earlier, most are probably not of genealogical significance. However, the 
inventory shows that they hold fragmentary birth, marriage and death records from the 1788-
1855 period, as well as court records concerning the Jews, 1624-1765.   
 
Documents at the Jewish Historical Institute 
 During a visit to Poland in the Spring of 1996, I found that the Jewish Historical Institute 
in Warsaw had the largest and most accessible number of documents of any collection relating to 
the Jewish Community of Krakow.  Although the Institute's holdings primarily relate to post 18th 
century Poland, they have 45 files of 18th century documents. Each file has a brief index and the 
various indices were translated for me by a member of the Institute's staff.  The documents were 
in Polish.  It was evident that the documents contained a large number of names, which could be 
of particular interest to genealogists.  
 I have a listing of the 45 documents.  I would be happy to provide a copy of the inventory 
to anyone who is interested if I receive three international reply coupons (the address is at the 
end of the article). 
 
State Archives in Krakow  
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 The state archives (Archiwum Panstwowe) in Krakow is divided between different 
buildings in different parts of the city.  The map archives is located at ul. Lubicz, while 20th 
century documents are to be found at ul. Grunwaldzka 8.  The bulk of 18th and 19th century 
documents are held at ul. Sienna 16.  
 I found the staff at the latter archives to be unhelpful. I would advise non-Polish speaking 
researchers to have the assistance of someone who speaks Polish.  
 I did manage to find that, in addition to the censuses for Krakow and the district for 1790-
1792 and 1795-1796, the Archives holds a list of Jewish inhabitants compiled for the army in 
1795; a list of Jewish door keepers in Krakow, 1796-1808; and a list of property owners in 
Kazimierz, 1790-1794.  
    
Books on the History of Krakow Jewry 
 The following are works that have been very helpful to me. 
 
Balaban, M. Historja Zydow w Krakowie i na Kazimierz, 1204-1868, two volumes.   
 This is the leading work on the history of the Jewish community of Krakow.  The 

volumes, published in Krakow in the period of 1931-1936, were an update of Balaban's, 
Dzreje Zydow Krakowie i na Kazimierz, 1304-1868 published before World War I.  The 
volumes were reprinted in Poland in Polish and Yiddish in the 1990s, but, as far as I 
know, are not available in either English or Hebrew.  The second volume contains several 
chapters on the 18th century which include: 

 
  1. a lengthy index of names 
  2. a number of family trees 
  3. illustrations and maps 
 
Balaban, M. Przewodnic po Zydowskich Zabytkach Krakowa (Guide to the Jewish Monuments of 
Krakow), 1935 (republished 1990).   
 The book includes descriptions and plans of the Remu Cemetery.  
 
Duda, Eugenieusz, Krakowskie Judaica.  
 The book in largely in Polish, but there is an English section setting out the history of the 

Jewish community in Krakow.  The book also contains modern maps and photos. 
    
Rozek, Michael, Jewish Monuments of Krakow's Kazimierz: A Short Guide, Krakow, 1990.  This 
book may be found in Great Britain through Orbis Books Ltd., 68 Kenway Road, London SW5 
ORD or Earl's Court Publications, Ltd., 192 Chiswick High Road, London W4 1PP.  
 
Exielski, Eustachy, Miasto Kazimierz i Budowie Akademichie w tem miesce (The Town of 
Kazimierz and its University Buildings), Krakow, 1869.  This book includes a map from 1793. 
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Bibliographies of Polish Judaica, 1993 and Guide to Bibliographies of Polish Judaica, 1992. 
The first publication reproduces a number of papers presented at an international symposium in 
Krakow, July, 1988. The symposium was sponsored by the Jagiellonian University, the centre of 
research on Jewish history and culture in Poland.  The second publication, edited by Krzystof 
Pilarczyk, lists a number of books worthy of examination.  
 
 Zunz, J.M., Ir Hatzedek, Lemberg, 1874.  In Hebrew, it offers a history of the Krakow 

rabbinate from 1500-1856. 
 
 Friedberg, ?, Luchot Zikaron, Drohobycz, 1897. Offers  
 122 biographies of rabbis and leaders in the Talmudic Academy of Krakow.   
     
 Wettstein, F.N., Luchot Zikaron, Frankfurt, 1904, reprinted Jerusalem, 1968/9.  

Biographies of rabbis and other community leaders. 
 
 Pilarczyk's bibliography also contains an inventory of the archives of Kazimierz, entitled, 
Inwentarz Archiwum Miasta Kazimierza pod Krakowem, 1335-1802 by Marian Friedberg, 
published by Naczelna dyrekcja Archiwow Panstwowych, Warsaw, 1996.   
 A further book which is relevant to 18th century research is a catalogue of art monuments 
in Poland, Volume IV, Part VI, issued by the Polish Academy of Sciences Institute of Art in 
1995.  The text, largely in Polish, includes short sections in English, an index of names 
mentioned in the volumes, and a number of photographs, a number of which include 18th 
century tombstones in the Remu Cemetery.  
 Several yizkor books have been published for Krakow.  One, Sefer Kroke, includes a 
section on the history of the Jews in Krakow from 1304-1815.   
 My address is: 18 Daylesford Crescent, Cheadle, Cheshire SK8 1LH, England.  My 
office fax number is 0161-236 3268.  The office e-mail is <Accts@Mitchem.u.net.com>.  
 
GALICIAN DISTRICTS FOR VITAL RECORDS 
 
 A member, who shall remain nameless, wrote recently that during a visit to a community 
very near to her ancestral town in Poland, she found that the Urzad Stanu Cywilnego had closed 
for the day at 3 p.m.  She wrote a follow up letter but the only response was that "they had 
nothing and knew nothing."   
 The writer was unaware that the records for her town were never stored in the town she 
visited, but her letter reminded me that some of our new members may not know about Austrian 
procedures for record collection in Galicia.   
 The Austrian government broke Galicia into 74 major districts and, within those districts, 
a large number of subdistricts, for the purpose of civil record collection.  Government appointed 
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rabbis within these districts were responsible for collecting and maintaining information about 
birth, marriage and death. Events were recorded in the order in which they were reported and 
then, periodically, were bound into large books.  Volumes were supposed to have a surname 
index, but this did not always happen.   
 The Gesher Galicia resource book that will be published this Fall will list: 
 
 * the major districts and subdistricts within each district; and  
 
 * an alphabetical listing of towns where Jews lived in 1877, with their major and 

subdistricts. 
 
 Knowing this information can save a lot of time and effort because, if the records exist 
today, they are still organized in those same volumes.  Moreover, if they exist in a town records 
office (urzad stanu cywilnego), it is likely to be the same town where the records were collected 
in the first place.  Unfortunately, it would appear that in most Western Galician districts, now in 
Poland, there simply are no surviving Jewish records.  
 
EDITOR'S MAILBOX 
 
Military Records: New Information 
 
 David Fox forwarded a long e-mail message from Ellen Sadove Renck from New York 
regarding the Austrian Empire military records held by the Family History Library.  The 
information contained in her message largely concerned her own interest in Hungary, but some 
of what she shared is relevant to Galitzianers. 
 The Austrian Army Records are found in the FHL catalog under Austria-Civil 
Registration.  The Austrian History Yearbook, Vol. VI-VII explains the Kriegsarchiv that began 
in 1711.  The most useful book in gaining an understanding of the military records is 
Gesischichte der K. und Wehrmacht published in 1901.  The FHL has this book.  Within this 
book, you can use the "Qualifikationslisten Index des K.U.K. Herres und K.U.K.Marine, 1761-
1900" to follow the locations of the various military units that remained fairly stable in their 
deployment, except during a war. After fighting ceased, they generally returned to their original 
site. 
 
Are Galician Records in the Wroclaw Archives? 
 From time to time over the years, various sources have speculated whether some of the 
missing vital records from Western Galicia (now Poland) had been transferred to Wroclaw after 
World War II.  With translation assistance from Wallace Witkowsky, this editor recently wrote a 
letter to the Archives inquiring about this and received a rapid reply that they have no records 
from towns that were formerly in Galicia. 
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Vital Records: Tarnobrzeg and Nowy Sacz 
   
 Fred Wexler saw the article in Vol. 4, No. 3 of The Galitzianer asking about experiences 
with finding records in Poland.  " 
 "In 1991, I successfully obtained some detailed records relating to relatives who were 
born in Tarnobrzeg. I obtained the records from two sources.  
 The first source was from the local records office (the USC), Tarnobrzegu Urzedu Stanu 
Cywilnego, ul. Micklewicze 4, Tarnobrzeg 0526895.   
 The second source was an individual I hired to visit Tarnobrzeg.  He sent me almost the 
exact information that that been sent by the USC, with some additional information about what 
was available there. The researcher found only birth, marriage and death records. 
 Included in the marriage records was one of a wedding that took place in Vienna.  By 
using that reference, I was able to trace the wedding records through Austrian authorities.  This 
led to doucmentation for my grandfather's brother's wedding, along with his military record in 
the German army in 1916.   
 I tried, unsuccessfully, to have a researcher explore the archives in Radomysl nad Sanem, 
across the river from Tarnobrzeg.  That effort was not successful.  The Archives was being 
disinfected, but the researcher was told that there were few records remaining.  I have no way of 
knowing if that information is accurate." 
 
 Alan Roth wrote that he obtained the birth certificate of his father, born in Nowy Sacz in 
1909, from the Urzad Stanu Cywilnego (town records office) through an application process 
offered by the Polish Consulate in Washington, D.C.  He filled out a form that the Consulate 
provided and sent it with a money order (he couldn't remember the amount requested).  About 
two months later, a transcription of the birth record arrived.  
 Through another source, Alan obtained a photocopy of the birth record, which contained 
information about his grandparents' marriage. This information has enabled him to pursue that 
line of investigation. 
 When requesting vital records from Poland, be sure to request a photocopy.  You won't 
always be fortunate enough to have that request fulfilled, but it doesn't hurt to ask and the details 
on the original are generally far richer than officials put on the little form they use.  
    
Podhajce 
 Clarice Weintraub has some old records from Congregation Massass Benjamin Anshei 
Podhajce in lower Manhattan.  There are some papers from 1919, 1932, 1942, and 1983.  
Included are lists of members, some addresses, parties, etc.  Please send an SASE with your 
inquiry.   Her address: 8 Fairway Drive, Lake Success, NY 11020. 
 
Notary Records 
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 After reading Richard Schwartzstein's article in the Spring 1996 issue of The Galitzianer, 
on his success in obtaining notary records from the branch of the Polish National Archives in 
Przemysl, I decided to try my luck.  I employed a translator who wrote a letter requesting notary 
records for two ancestors who had lived in Przeworsk and Dukla in June 1996.  In August, I 
received a reply in Polish, which I had translated. 
 The letter stated that the archives was able to conduct research after proving my personal 
interest, my relationship to the persons named in my letter and after l explained the purpose of 
my interest in the search. The letter explained the records are not indexed and that, therefore, the 
search would be time consuming and expensive, unless I could specify the name of the notary 
and the date of preparation of the documents.      
 In addition to my deposit of $30, which the archives acknowledged receiving, the letter 
indicated that the hourly charge would be $15.  Reproduction costs were $10 for one to two page 
documents.  Subsequent pages would be $5 each. 
 I decided to limit my search to one ancestor and to narrow the time period to be searched 
from the original 20 year search requested. l followed through with explaining my relationship to 
the ancestor and the purpose of the search.  I await a reply. 
  Leon Gold 
 
Searching for Book about Chrzanow  
 I am interested in obtaining a copy of the book, The End of Days, by Helen Sendyk (New 
York: St. Martin's Press, 1992). The librarian at Yad Vashem recommended it.  Please contact 
me if you know where I might locate a copy. 
  Anne Bernhaut 
 
AMERICAN ASSOCIATION FOR POLISH-JEWISH STUDIES CONFERENCE 
 
 Fay and Julian Bussgang co-edit Gazeta, the newsletter of the above named association 
(1538 Massachusetts Avenue, Cambridge, MA 02138; 617/547-7701) and they wish to advise 
Gesher Galicia members about the AAPJS Conference to be held at the Center for Jewish 
Culture in Krakow from May 30-June 1, 1998.  Following the conference, there is an opportunity 
for a three-day guided tour of what was Eastern Galicia, now the Ukraine.  If you are interested 
in the Conference or membership, contact the AAPJS. 
 
RED CROSS ADDRESS 
 
 The article in Vol. 4, No. 3 of The Galitzianer about the Red Cross did not include the 
address.  The following is to be used for requesting forms to begin the process of accessing Red 
Cross records regarding Holocaust victims:  
 
Holocaust and War Victims Tracing and Information Center 
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4700 Mount Hope Drive 
Baltimore, MD 21215-3231 
(410) 764-5311;  web site address: http://www.crossnet.org   
 
1896 BAEDEKER'S TRAVEL HANDBOOK 
 
 New member, Martha Burg of Houston, Texas, found an 1896 Baedeker's Handbook for 
Travellers for Austria in her local library.  She copied and sent the relevant 10-page section on 
Galicia and some of the Introduction, which includes background on money, travel and hotels.  
The brief section on Galicia offers some valuable information on rail travel in the region. 
 In the opening "General Remarks" the author comments that the region is ..."rich in corn, 
wood, salt and petroleum, but poor in industries, which are chiefly in the hands of the Jews 
(660,000 out of a population of 6 million), to whom most of the inns, taverns, and shops belong.  
The horse-dealers and carriage-owners are always Jews.  They differ in their dress and the mode 
of wearing their hair from the other inhabitants, who despise them but are financially dependent 
on them."  The author judged that good hotels were in "Cracow, Lemberg, Przemysl and 
Czernowitz (in Bukowina)." Otherwise, "In the smaller towns and in the country, the inns are 
generally very primitive and dirty, while in the villages as a rule, the only house of call is the 
brandy-shop." 
 At that time, two railways, one going east and west and the other going north and south, 
ran through Galicia. One line went from Bielitz to Czernowitz and the other from Oswiecim to 
Tarnopol.  The 212 mile trip from Krakow to Lemberg (Lwow) took 7½-10 hours.  The 164 
miles from there to Czernowitz took 6½ to over 8 hours.  There were several branches from 
towns along the way that extended out to towns in the vicinity.    
 At that time, one-third of the population of Krakow was comprised of Jews.  A small and 
rather general map of the town is included. Lemberg then had 21,900 Jews out of a total of 
127,638 inhabitants and was said to have "two synagogues." 
 In describing Stanislau (Stanislawow, now Ivano-Frankovsk), Baedeker mentioned that 
the town had been "handsomely rebuilt since a great fire in 1868."  Both restaurants 
recommended were owned by Jews. Boryslaw was known for its petroleum and ozocerite beds 
and Truskawice for his sulpher and salt baths.  Travel times for other legs of north-south 
journeys are listed with interesting local features and data. 
 
THE GLANZBERG FAMILY REUNION 
  Darla Stone 
 
 I owe Gesher Galicia a KING SIZE THANK YOU! I have been a member of several 
genealogical societies for many years and thought that I was very methodical about researching 
my various family lines.  The Glanzbergs, my great great grandfather's family that originated in 
Kanczuga and Przemysl, always remained low on the "totem pole" because I knew so little about 
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them to begin with and could never unearth much additional information.  Except for finding one 
Glanzberg cousin who, despite living around the corner from us, was completely unknown to 
anyone in my immediate family.  Of course, 70 years, two world wars and several continents had 
separated our branches.  In any event, I thought I had gone as far as I was going to go with this 
family.   In early April, out of the clear blue, I received a notice in the mail announcing a 
reunion of Glanzbergs that will take place August 8-10 in Somerset, New Jersey.  Glanzberg 
descendants from Vancouver, British Columbia, California, Florida, New England, and possibly 
Paris and London are expected to attend.  it seems that a group of Glanzbergs have been involved 
for quite a number of years in researching the family...and our paths never crossed!  One of those 
involved in organizing the reunion just heard about Gesher Galicia and that's how they found 
me!  
 It seems incredible and unlikely that so much family research was going on for so long, 
by so many people --all apart and removed from the network of researchers who operate within 
the genealogical societies.  I was completely floored, but certainly delighted to hear from them -- 
thanks to Gesher Galicia.   
 No doubt there are other serious researchers out there who are unaware of the 
genealogical network, though I would not have guessed this to be possible.  There are Glanzberg 
descendants from Kanczuga (also Shifman, Goldman and Gruners), Lancut, Rohatyn, 
Berezhany, Przemysl, Rava Russkaya and other Galician towns.  If there are other Gesher 
Galicians who would be interested in the Glanzberg reunion, please get in touch with me.   My e-
mail address: <DStone9724@aol.com>. 
 
 
CURRENT MEMBERS: CORRECTIONS TO CONTACT INFORMATION 
507 Adwokat, Bernard...h/(1) 46 37 31 32 w/(1) 42 36 20 17; FAX (1) 40 39 01 26 
16 Axelrath, Steve.....h/303-741-3860 w/303-423-3830; SAXELRAT@ JEFFCO.K12.CO.US 
452 Chalick, M.D. Morris..h & w & FAX/202-659-4543 
427 David, Suzzanne Forbes...155 Roseland Avenue, Unit 19, Caldwell, NJ 07006 
80 Goldman, Louis J...h/216-234-4314 w/216-433-5845 
148 Hilsenrath, Josh N...9623 Orchid Grove Trail, Boynton Beach, FL 33437 
354 Koenig, M.D., Ronald H...3510 Knollwood Drive, Atlanta, GA 30305-1022 
60 Krauss, Avrohom...6065 Stover Avenue, Apt. 1, Cincinnati, OH45237-4732 
363 Laxer, Teven C...4937 Crestwood Way, Sacramento, CA 95822 
544 Marzacano, Jean Silverman...Gemini@Sierra.NET 
4 Meyers, Marcia Indianer..538 Town Colony Drive, Middletown, CT 06457 
281 Rivers, Dorothy Auerbach..h & w/505-536-3147 
318 Rotto, Daniel..2014 Caminito San Nicholas, La Jolla, CA 92037 
401 Slotnick, Doug...DDSlotnick@aol.com 
359 Smyth, Mrs. Laurie...PO Box 254, Paynesville, 3880 Victoria Australia 
 h & FAX/ 61 3 5156 6519; smycons@werpie.net.au   
373 Wasser, Stephen...swass@global2000.net 
547 Weintraub, Clarice...h/516-466-2955 
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WELCOME TO OUR NEWEST MEMBERS 
662 David M. Wyte 6506 Old Coach Ct., Alexandria, VA 22315-5045; dwyte@DODOG.OSD.MIL; Weitzman & 
Goldman from Gorodenka 
663 Herbert D. Curchack, 14417 Barkwood Dr., Rockville, MD 20853; hcurchac@dc.net; Fried & Man from Ulashkovtsy 
& Zaleshchiki 
664 Jeffrey Silbiger, 67-38 108 St., #C-56, Forest Hills, NY 11375; jjsilbiger@pol.net; Silbiger & Unger from Oswiecem; 
Silbiger from Andrychov, Szdzina, Bielsko-Biala, Krakow, Skrzyszow, Ostrava; Gross from Chybie; Guter from 
Drogobych 
665 Rose Abrams, 2620 Avenue J, Brooklyn, NY 11210-3732; Wagner from Drogobych 
666 Bonnie Goldenberg, 3616 Radcliff Road, Thousand Oaks, CA 91360; SMBGoldenb@aol.com; Bergwerk & Krynikof 
from Bobrka & Lviv 
667 Howard Steinmetz, 1901 Midland Road, Saginaw, MI 48603; Steinmetz from Rogatin 
668 Jacob Hennenberg, 3027 Crafton Road, Beachwood, OH 44122-3246; benchaim18@aol.com; Bochner from 
Chrzanow; Henenberg, Bochner, Goldberg, Korngold from Oswiecim. 
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GESHER GALICIA SIG STEERING COMMITTEE  
 
Suzan Wynne (Retiring Coordinator & Editor)  
3603 Littledale Road 
Kensington, MD 20895 
301/942-6149; FAX: 301/942-4807; e-mail: srwynne@erols.com 
 
Nat Abramowitz (At Large) 
1 MacArthur Blvd. #1215 South 
Westmont, NJ 08108 
609/854-4761  E-mail: lucynat@aol.com 
 
Larry Kahaner (At Large) 
Box 2732 
Alexandria, VA 22301 
703/548-1532 (h)  703/548-0911 (w);  
Fax: 703/548-3182; e-mail:LKAHANER@access.digex.net 
 
Larry Krupnak (Publication sales and mailing) 
1711 Corwin Drive 
Silver Spring, MD 20910 
Tel/Fax: 301/585-0117; e-mail: lkrupnak@erols.com 
 
Sheiala Moskow (Treasurer) 
801 Cottonwood Drive 
Severna Park, MD 21146 
Tel/Fax: 410/544-2113;  
e-mail: sheiala@aol.com 
 
Shelley Pollero (Membership) 
549 Cypress Lane 
Severna Park, MD 21146 
410/647-9492   FAX: 410/315-8188; e-mail: rpollero@umd5.umd.edu  
 
Marian Rubin (At Large) 
36 Iris Avenue 
San Francisco, CA 94118-2727 
Phone & Fax: 415/668-3404; e-mail: merubin@aol.com 
 
Rabbi Douglas Slotnick (At Large) 
8933 Lombard Place #229 
San Diego, CA 92122 
Phone: 619/552-8162; e-mail: DDSlotnick@aol.com 
 
Zavon, Peter (Family Finder) 
30 Woodline Road 
Penfield, NY 14526-2414 
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716/586-9023; e-mail: PZAVON@DELPHI.COM 
 
Copyright    1997 by Gesher Galicia.  The Galitzianer is intended to provide a free exchange of ideas, research tips and 
articles of interest to persons researching Jewish family history to Gesher Galicia members.  The newsletters of other 
genealogy societies may reproduce individual items from The Galitzianer, provided that credit is given to Gesher Galicia 
and to the author(s) of the reproduced material.  All other reproduction is prohibited without prior written permission of 
the editor.  Back issues are available from L. Krupnak for $4 each. 
 Back issues are available for $4(US) per issue from Larry Krupnak. Peter Zavon maintains member information 
and coordinates the Gesher Galicia Family Finder.  Send address changes and updates pertaining to surnames & towns to 
him. 
 Founded in 1993, membership in Gesher Galicia for 1996-97 is $US20 for U.S. & Canadian residents and $US27 
for all others. A personal check in your own currency may be sent to Shelley Pollero.    
 The newsletter publication schedule is October, January, April and July.  Deadlines for submissions will be 
September 15, December 15, March 15 and June 15.  


